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Résumé 

 
Cette étude explore les perceptions des élèves de la série A4 du lycée sur les 

sujets d’examen d’anglais, d’arabe et d’espagnol et les raisons de leur choix 

à la première session du baccalauréat. Pour y parvenir, des questionnaires 

ont été adressés aux professeurs d'anglais et aux élèves de la terminale A4 

des écoles enquêtées. Les résultats indiquent que les élèves ont une bonne 

perception de la langue anglaise en général ainsi que de son enseignement et 

de son apprentissage. On constate également que leur choix de la langue 

étrangère est directement lié à la notation et aux programmes dans ces 

langues. L'étude a également révélé que les élèves ont trouvé l'examen 

d'anglais, en particulier les parties de compréhension écrite et de 

composition écrite, très difficiles, contrairement à l'espagnol et à l'arabe. 

Enfin, des suggestions et recommandations ont été proposées afin d'atteindre 

les objectifs de l'enseignement des langues étrangères au Niger. 

Mots clés : perception, enseignement, apprentissage, évaluation, programme. 

    

Abstract 

 
  This study explores high school A4 students’ perceptions of English, 

Arabic and Spanish exams and the reasons of their choice at the first session 

of the “baccalauréat” exam. To achieve this, questionnaires were addressed 

to English teachers and grade 12 language arts (terminale A4) students of 

the schools under study. The results indicate that students have a good 

perception of the English language in general and of its teaching and 

learning. It is also found that students’ choice of foreign language is directly 

linked to the grading and the programs in these languages. The study also 

revealed that the students found the English exam particularly the reading 

comprehension and the writing composition parts so difficult unlike in 

Spanish and in Arabic. Finally, suggestions and recommendations were 
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proffered in order to reach the goals in the foreign language education in 

Niger. 

Key words: perception, teaching, learning, evaluation, program. 

 

Introduction  

 

    Language education is the teaching and learning of a language 

or languages. A perception is the recognition of things by using 

our senses, especially the sense of sight i.e. visual perception. It 

is also an opinion that we have about someone or something. In 

this paper, it refers to students’ opinions about the examinations 

in the foreign languages taught in Niger as it is significantly 

impacting students’ language choice in the first session at the 

high school leaving certificate (“baccalauréat”- in French) exam. 

With the help of perception, the needs of various people can be 

determined because people’s perception is sometimes 

influenced by their needs and students’ obvious needs at this 

stage of their schooling is not only learning but also to get a very 

good grade leading to their success on the exam.  

For many years, high school language arts (série 

A4) students had to take English at the first session of the 

“baccalauréat” exam while either Arabic or Spanish is 

taken at the second session of the same exam. Recent 

reforms about the end of year evaluation allow students 

to choose one of the three languages at the first session 

exam and choose one of the remaining two languages at 

the second session, which means that the three languages 

became equally important in the curriculum.  

Over the years, it has been noticed that the number of students 

choosing English at the first session is drastically falling down. 

This situation has drawn our attention as an English teacher 

considering the importance of English in the whole world 

nowadays.  In the three schools under study the same 

phenomenon has continued over the last few years. For example, 

at CES France Amitié Niger located in Niamey, in 2019 among 
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137 students only 35 students chose English at the first session, 

98 picked Arabic while 4 preferred Spanish.  In 2020, among 

155 students only 02 chose English at the first session ,121 for 

Arabic and 22 for Spanish. In 2022 among 127 students, only 24 

chose English ,87 Arabic and 19 Spanish. 

If the trend continues, the goals assigned to English language 

teaching in Niger will undoubtedly be jeopardized as fewer 

students are choosing the English language at the high school 

leaving certificate exam. Therefore, serious investigations have 

to be conducted in order to understand this phenomenon as the 

vast majority of the students are fully aware of the importance 

of the English language around the world. Despite this 

awareness, it is surprising to notice the increasing number of 

them neglecting the English especially at this important exam. 

Understanding this situation will undoubtedly help find 

solutions and stop the phenomenon.   

     

1. Statement Of The Problem 

 

This paper focuses on the literary fields’ (série A4) students’ 

perceptions of teaching and learning of English, Arabic and 

Spanish and their exam papers during the “baccalauréat” exam. 

These languages actually play an important role in students’ 

success rate. Many students fail to choose the right language in 

the first session of this exam, and this considerably impacts not 

only their performance but also their future studies. It is worth 

mentioning that the foreign language exam subject is scored 

out of sixty points, which is very high considering that the total 

points allocated in this field amount to 240 points. Therefore, 

failing to choose the appropriate language during this exam 

will certainly impact their performance and their success rate. 

  The most serious problem is that students are simply turning 

away from the English language. It is surprisingly being 

neglected by the students despite its importance clearly stated 
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in the Nigerien education system. Also, English being the most 

international language, there should not be any good reason to 

neglect it.  This negligence in choosing other languages to the 

detriment of English will have some serious consequences in 

the future as fewer students will be allowed to choose English 

as their major in university especially in the school of 

education after they pass their high school leaving certificate. 

In addition, no matter the field of study they will have to 

choose, English will enable them to succeed as most 

documents are written in this language.   

A problem worth being mentioned is the tendency 

to choose the foreign language just because of the grades 

that enable students to pass the exam. In fact, students do 

not consider what benefit the foreign language in high 

school will bring to them in the future in general. 

Therefore, the importance of learning a foreign language 

is narrowed down to just passing the “baccalauréat” 

exam. We think that a serious investigation needs to be 

conducted in order to identify the causes and find 

solutions to this problem and stop the trend.  Then, the 

aim of this study is to investigate students’ perceptions 

on learning foreign languages especially English and 

their reasons for choosing English, Arabic or Spanish 

during the first session of the “série A4” exam. Thus, the 

following research questions have been formulated:  

a) What do students in general think about the teaching and 

learning of foreign languages especially English in high school? 

b) What is the reason behind their choice of foreign languages at 

the first session of the “baccalauréat” exam?  
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The main objective of this study is to understand the students’ 

perceptions of English, Arabic, and Spanish exams at the first 

session of the “série A4” exam. Another objective includes 

knowing the reason of students ‘choice of language during the 

first session of the “baccalauréat” and making suggestions for 

improvement. 

 

2. Review of Relevant Literature 
 

2-1 Importance of Foreign Languages In A Curriculum 

Language is an integral part of learning, and oral language has a 

key role in classroom teaching and learning (White et al. 13).  A 

foreign language is a language which is spoken by a non-native 

speaker. It is also called a second language which refers to 

specialized approaches to teaching designed for those whose 

primary language is not English (Nordquist et al. 368). 

As far as Spanish is concerned, it is sometimes called “Espagnol” 

and sometimes Castellano (the Spanish equivalent of 

‘’castillan‘’). Spanish has adopted hundreds of English words 

related to technology and culture.  As a medium of 

communication like other languages, Arabic on the other hand, 

has its own function in conveying Syariah knowledge.  

According to Hubackova, S. (2016 99) foreign language 

knowledge is a basis of understanding other cultures, different 

ways of life and of intercultural communication. Foreign 

languages offer an advantage when it comes to getting job, they 

facilitate travelling and open the possibilities to study abroad. 

 

2.2. Perception 

Judge and Robbins defined perception as a process by which 

individuals organize and interpret their sensory impressions in 

order to give meaning to their environment (2017). Harnad 

stated that the perception process is both cognitive and 

psychological (1987 14). According to him the cognitive aspect 
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emphasizes on understanding and making sense of things, 

including reasoning argumentation, logic and perception while 

the psychology aspect only focuses on the empirical relationship 

that affects the stimulation.  

 

3. Methodology 

 

This study is both qualitative and quantitative. 

Data was collected through interviews and 

questionnaires that included multiple choice questions 

and open-ended ones. This enabled the researcher to 

collect the students’ perceptions on the teaching and 

learning foreign languages in general and English in 

particular with an emphasis on their negligence of the 

English exams. All these were then thoroughly examined 

for the purpose of the research.  

The study was essentially conducted in three schools in 

Niamey region specifically in District I called DDEN (Direction 

Départementale de l’Education Nationale) Niamey I which has 

a total of 16 schools with 86 English teachers. The three schools 

are CES (Complexe d’Enseignement Secondaire) France Amitié 

Niger, CES Koira Kano Nord I and CES Koira Kano Nord II. 

The target population was the “terminale A4” students and the 

English teachers. 

In each school, 50% of the “terminale A4” students were 

randomly chosen. Thus, 62 students from CES FAN, 51 from 

CES Koira Kano Nord I, and 47 from CES Koira Kano Nord II 

have participated in the study.    
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4. Data Presentation, Analysis and Discussions 

 

4.1:  English Teachers’ Perceptions on The Students’ 

Negligence Of The English Language 

      In order to get more information about this problem, all the 

English teachers of the three schools were interviewed about the 

students’ negligence of English.  

 

Table 1: Reasons of students’ negligence of English according to 

teachers 

 

                                     

 In this table, all the twenty (20) teachers affirmed that the 

English syllabus is too overloaded for students. Nineteen 

said that English exams at the baccalaureate exam are too 

difficult and another nineteen affirmed that the students get 

poor grades while eighteen confessed that that there is a lack 

of understanding and seventeen found that the English 

reading passages are not related to our culture.  
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The twenty (20) teachers also stated that the 

students neglected the English language for many reasons 

that mainly include the difficulty of English lessons, the 

exams, the tests and the lack of good grades.  

 

4.2 Reasons Of Students’ Choice Of Arabic At The 

“baccalauréat” Exams From The Teachers ‘Perspectives 

 

 
   

In general, students’ choice of foreign language at 

the exam is motivated by several factors. In table 2, almost 

all the English teachers (19) agreed that Arabic exams are 

easy, and 18 affirmed that they are related to the syllabus. 

In addition, they found that the Arabic language helps 

them to understand their religion, which can be a reason 

for them to choose the language. These probably explain 

why students get good grades at the “Baccalauréat” exam 

because of the high motivation.  Other reasons include the 

fact that students found Arabic examination subjects very 
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simple whereas they contend that English ones are difficult 

and complicated especially the writing composition part 

that is too challenging for them.  

 

4.3. Students’ Attitudes Towards The Teaching Of The 

English Language From Teachers’ Perspectives 

 

Table 3:  Students' attitudes 

 

 
  

Students’ attitudes correspond to their tendency to respond to a 

certain way towards something. Naturally, the student’s 

response can be on a continuum of positive to negative or good 

to bad. In the above table, thirteen participants (65%) affirmed 

that their students had bad attitudes towards English and seven 

7 (35%) affirmed that they had good attitudes. Regarding the 

internal factors, students’ self-confidence, risk – taking, 

willingness, curiosity, and awareness of the importance of 

English in their future considerably impacted their attitude 
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towards English learning. Therefore, the bad attitudes of 

students towards English can lead them to avoid choosing it at 

the first session “baccalaureate” exam. 

 

4. 3.1. Relation Between Evaluation And Syllabus From 

Teachers’ Perspectives 

Evaluation plays an important role in the teaching-

learning process. It helps teachers and learners to improve the 

teaching and learning. A syllabus on the other hand is a 

document that outlines everything that will be covered in class. 

Thus, evaluations and the syllabus must be related for a good 

result.  

 

 
 1Yes yes  No   

 

Table 4:  Relation between evaluation and syllabus 

 

All the teachers (100%) affirmed that their class 

evaluations are related to the syllabus. This contradicts 

students’ views who think that some of their evaluations 

are not in line with the syllabus as they found that even 

Modalité n° 

20 

no 
0 

Relation between evaluations and syllabus  

0 
  

20 
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many aspects of their program in English are not related 

to their culture 

 

4.3.2 Students’ Grades In Class Evaluations From Teachers’ 

Perspectives 

 

 
  

 

 Table 5: Students’ grades 

 

Concerning student’s grades, this table shows us 

that sixteen teachers (80%) affirmed that their students 

do not have good grades in class while four (20%) 

thought that their students have good grades. Thus, it is 

clear that even in class evaluations, the majority of 

students do not have good grades. Therefore, it is not 

surprising that they avoid choosing English at the first 

session of “baccalauréat” exam.   

 

 

 

Modalité n° 
1 yes 

4 

Modalité n° 2 no 

16 

Are students' grades good or bad? 

0 
  

16 
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5. Students’ Views on Foreign Languages and Their 

Teachers 

 

5.1. Desire Of Speaking Another Language 

  
DESIRE OF SPEAKING ANOTHER LANGUAGE 

 

 

 
                   Yes                                                         No   

  

Table 6: Desire of speaking another language  

 

This table shows us that among one hundred 

sixty students investigated, the vast majority i.e. one 

hundred fifty-eight (158) like to speak another language. 

Only two (2) do not like to learn another language.  

 

 

Modalité n° 1 

158 

Modalité n° 2 

2 0 
  

158 
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5.2. Students’ Desire To Learn English 

  

 
  

Table 7: Desire to learn English 

 

This table shows us that one hundred fifty-two (152) students 

representing 95% want to learn English while eight (8) 

representing 5% don’ t like to learn it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modalité n° 1 I 
LIKE 

152 

Modalité n° 2 I 
DON'T LIKE 

8 

DESIRE TO LEARN ENGLISH 

0 
  

152 
  

N*1:  Like   N*2:    don’t Like   
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 5.3.  The Easiness To Learn English According to Students 

 

 

 
 

Table 8:   Easiness to learn English according to students   

 

This table indicates that eighty students found it 

easy to learn English whereas seventy-six found that it is 

not easy to learn. Therefore, about half of the students 

find that learning English is easy.   

 

 

 

 

 

Non réponse 

4 

Modalité n° 1 
YES 

80 

Modalité n° 2 
NO 

76 

EASINESS OF LEARNING ENGLISH ACCORDING TO STUDENTS 

0 
  

80 
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5.4. Students’ Views About The Importance Of Learning 

English 

  
IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING ENGLISH ACCORDING TO STUDENTS: 

 
                  Non réponse       Modalité n° 1     Modalité n°  

                          Yes                                      No   

  

Table 9: The importance of learning English according to 

students 

 

This table shows that learning English is important for one 

hundred forty-five students that is 90,6% while six (6) said that 

learning English is not important and nine (9) did not answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
                                                           
  

9 

145 

6 0 
  

145 
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5.5. Students’ Views About Learning And Teaching English 

  

  
STUDENTS’ VIEWS OF LEARNING AND TEACHING ENGLISH 

 
  

       Table 10: Students’ views about learning and teaching 

English   

 

 In this table, one hundred forty-nine (149) students affirmed that 

teaching and learning English is good while only eight (8) 

students thought that it is bad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non réponse 

3 

Modalité n° 1 
GOOD 

149 

Modalité n° 2 
BAD 

8 
0 

  

149 
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5.6.  Students’ Perceptions Of English Teachers 

  

 

Table 11: Students’ perception of English teachers   

 

This table shows us the students’ perceptions 

about the English teachers. Seventy-two (72) students 

affirmed that their English teachers are authoritative; 

thirty-eight (38) said that they are helpful while thirty-

seven (37) added that they are cooperative and thirteen 

did not answer. Here, the teacher’s attitudes can cause 

students not to choose English at the first session of the 

“baccalauréat” exam.   

 

5.7.  Student’s Views Of Foreign Language Lessons 

 

 
  

Table 12: Students’ viewss of foreign language lessons    
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This table shows that the students appreciate the Arabic lessons 

more than the English ones. As Arabic lessons have eighty-five 

(85), English fifty-seven (57) and Spanish lessons got sixteen 

(16). Here also the negligence of English is clearly revealed.  

 

 

5.8. Students’ Choice Of Foreign Language Exams At The 

“Baccalauréat” Exam 

   
 

 
 

Table 13: Students’ choice of foreign language 

exams 

 

Among one hundred sixty (160) students surveyed, eighty-one 

chose Arabic, sixty-nine (69) chose English and ten (10) 

preferred Spanish. Therefore, the number of students who had 

chosen Arabic is higher than for the English and the Spanish ones    

 

 

Modalité n° 
1 ENGLISH 

69 

Modalité n° 
2 ARABIC 

81 

Modalité n° 
3 SPANISH 

10 

 STUDENTS’ CHOICE OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE EXAMS 

0 
  

81 
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5.9. Cause Of Neglecting English Examinations 

 

 
 

Table 14: Cause of neglecting English examination subjects   

 

Here, the most important cause of neglecting the English during 

the first session of the “série A4 baccaulauréat” exam is the lack 

of good grades as 115 affirmed it. Then, the second cause is that 

students found the “writing a composition” part so difficult and 

88 confirmed it. The third one is the fact that English exams are 

so difficult (74) according to the participants. The fourth one is 

the fact that there are a lot of difficult words in the reading 

comprehension texts (33). The lack of understanding (24) of the 

exam and the non-relevance of the reading comprehension 

passage to their culture (8). It can be concluded that students are 

more concerned about getting good grades than learning the 

foreign language. The decision-makers should, therefore, be 

aware of this factor. 

 



 

        Publié chez les Editions Francophones Universitaires d’Afrique/ N° Spécial Nouvel An / Février 2025         123 

 

 

5.10.  Factors That Have Influenced Students’ Learning 

Performances 

 
 FACTORS THAT HAVE INFLENCED LEARNING PERFORMANCES 

 

 
 

Table 15: Factors that have influenced students’ learning 

performances   

  

This table indicates that fifty two (52) students affirmed that 

their learning English has been influenced by the lack of study; 

thirty seven (37) said that it was influenced by the lack of interest 

in foreign language while thirty five (35) affirmed that the lack 

of self-motivation has influenced their learning performances ; 

twenty seven (27) affirmed that the lack of time has influenced 

their performance in learning English ; and the rest of the 

students thought that they were influenced by a very demanding 

teacher and one (1) for not attending classes.  
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5.11. Students’ Views Of English Exams 

  

Students’ views of English exams 

 
 

 

Figure 1: Student’s views of English exams 

 

This figure shows us how much the students appreciate the 

English exams. Thus, one hundred and four found that the 

English tests are acceptable in class; forty-five (45) found 

them difficult and eleven (11) found them easy. In class, 

most students seem to enjoy both classes and the 

evaluations. Paradoxically, they avoid choosing English at 

the “baccalauréat” exam. This is partly explained by the 

fact that they are not confident in writing a composition in 

English, hence the fear of getting a bad grade. These may, 

then, be some of the causes as they have a bad perception 

of English teachers’ grading at the exam.  

 

 

 

 

  

11 

104 

45 Modalité n° 1VERY EASY 
Modalité n° 2EASY 
Modalité n° 3 ACCEPTABLE 
Modalité n° 4 DIFFICULT 
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5.12. Students’ Views Of Arabic Exams 
 

Students’ views of Arabic exams 

  
   

Figure 2: Students’ views of Arabic exams 

 

The Figure shows us that Arabic exams are easier than English 

and Spanish subjects.  

One hundred and thirty-five affirmed it. This clearly explains the 

reason of students’ choice of Arabic at the first session of the 

“baccalauréat” exam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

135 

14 4 
Modality n° 1VERY EASY 
Modalité n° 2EASY 
Modalité n° 3  ACCEPTABLE 
Modalité n° 4  
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5.13.  Students’ Views Of Spanish Exams 

  

  
STUDENTS’ VIEWS  OF SPANISH EXAMS 

 
  

 

Figure 3: Students’ views of Spanish exams 

 

This figure shows us that most students found Spanish exams 

easier than English ones as one hundred and twenty-two (122) 

affirmed it. This is another reason why students are choosing 

this language to the detriment of English. 

 

6. Summary Of Discussions 

 

The different data show that the three foreign languages taught 

in high school in Niger are all important as students are 

generally enthusiastic about learning them. However, they have 

different perceptions about these languages, their contents, the 

way they are taught and are assessed both in the classrooms and 

during the “baccalauréat” exam. The study revealed that 

students mostly consider English as being the most international 

122 

29 

6 3 
Modalité n° 1 VERY 

EASY Modalité n° 2  EASY 
Modalité n° 3  

ACCEPTABLE Modalité n° 4    

DIFFICULT 
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language, and they seem to enjoy the classes, most of the 

contents of the course, the way teachers conduct their lessons. 

Also, they are aware of its importance of the language in their 

future life. However, the study showed that they tend to choose 

Arabic and Spanish at the first session of the “baccalauréat” 

exam to the detriment of English. The different data show that 

this choice is mostly directly linked to their desire of getting a 

good grade allowing them to easily pass the exam as they 

perceive Arabic and Spanish exams to be much easier than the 

English ones.  

Considering the above, it can be assumed that the 

hypothesis about the students’ choice of foreign language was 

confirmed as it is directly linked to the grading system in the 

different exam papers. It is proven that students’ choice of foreign 

language at the “baccalauréat” exam is not necessarily linked to 

the importance of the language from their own perspectives as 

most acknowledged the predominance of the English language 

throughout the world. Then, there is hope to give back English its 

importance provided some reforms aiming at addressing the 

issues are initiated. The reforms must take students’ concerns and 

worries into accounts and apply the recommendations proffered 

by both teachers, students and educators. 

Since students are excited about learning the English 

language, the government and the teachers should encourage 

them by carefully examining their concerns. This may consist in 

improving the teaching and learning by revising the contents, the 

methodology, and the evaluation system. 
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7. Suggestions and Recommendations 

 

Suggestions and recommendations for teachers include 

considering the different kinds of learners since some are 

kinesthetic and others are visual. It is also necessary for the 

teachers to encourage and motivate students to speak English 

among themselves in and outside of the classrooms and evaluate 

them on only what they have been taught.    

Advisors and Inspectors should conduct more in-service training 

sessions for teachers, participate in making the proposal of 

exams and initiate class visits as often as possible to help 

teachers in their daily activities   

As for the government, it should provide teachers and students 

with documents and materials adapted to their culture and 

associate teachers, advisors and inspectors while designing 

exam subjects and possibly reduce the English syllabus as 

teachers too have found it overloaded.     

Also, in order to keep students’ excitement about learning the 

English language, it should be made compulsory at the first 

session of the “baccalaureat” exam with the same coefficient as 

it used to be. Another factor that may encourage students to learn 

English is by giving them a chance to retake it at the second 

session of the “baccalaureat” just as it is the case with the other 

main subjects such as French, history and geography for 

language arts students. This will prove students that the English 

language is being given the importance it deserves in the 

educational system. 

A compromise will be to allow students to also take Arabic or 

Spanish at the first session of the “baccalauréat” and allocate 

them a reasonable coefficient. This way, both students’ and 

teachers’ concerns will be fairly addressed.  
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Conclusion 

 

The research investigated the teachers’ and 

student’s perceptions on the teaching and learning of 

foreign languages in general and in English in particular 

in the schools under study. Their perceptions of the 

foreign language exam papers at the “baccalauréat” were 

also thoroughly examined. It was found that the students 

have a positive view on the teaching and learning of 

foreign languages. Therefore, they appreciated the 

foreign language in their schooling, and they particularly 

acknowledged that English is the most international 

language in the world and worth being learned. However, 

at the “baccalauréat” exam, they found English exams to 

be difficult, particularly the “reading comprehension” 

and the “writing a composition” parts very challenging. 

According to the study, these reasons mainly explain 

why they often get bad grades in English both during 

class and the “baccalauréat” exam. Since they seem to be 

more interested in getting good grades as shown by the 

results of the study, they are simply turning away from 

choosing the English exams to the benefit of the other 

languages i.e. either Arabic and Spanish in which they 

expect to get much higher grades as they found them to 

be easy. If this trend continues, the goals of teaching 

English in secondary school in Niger as stated in the 

curriculum will be jeopardized as the number of students 

choosing English is drastically falling down and this will 

seriously impact the whole Nigerien system of 

education. Therefore, some recommendations regarding 

the causes of this phenomenon have been proffered to 

stop it. These include allocating a reasonable coefficient 

to the languages taught and allowing the students to take 
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all of them both during the first and possibly the second 

session of the “baccalauréat” exam. 
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